Shanghai United International School - Wan Yuan Campus
(2016-17) SS 301 US History Syllabus

Instructor: Andrew Ward                                                                                        Classroom: C410                                                            
Email: wardaw@gmail.com 

SS 301: United States History covers the major periods of the American civilization, providing an overview of pre-colonization, colonization and settlement, the Revolution and early nationhood, and expansion and reform. The topics chronicled in detail include the American Civil War & Reconstruction, development and industrialization, the reform era, The Great Depression & the new Deal, and the social movements of the late 20th/early 21 centuries. In addition, previously practiced historical thinking and analysis skills as well as writing skills will be reinforced, and students will practice items such as utilizing the analysis of primary documents to evaluate historical claims. 

Primary Text 

The American Journey, by Appleby, Brinkley, and McPherson (Glencoe McGraw-Hill)

Course Overview
Unit 1 - Thinking Like a Historian
Objectives:

· Students will draw upon skills in the following five interconnected dimensions of historical thinking:

1. Chronological Thinking 

2. Historical Comprehension 

3. Historical Analysis and Interpretation 

4. Historical Research Capabilities 

5. Historical Issues-Analysis and Decision-Making
Unit 2 - Antebellum America/Causes of the Civil War 

Objectives:

· Analyze the development of slavery in Colonial America

· Describe the experience of enslaved Africans/African Americans

· Compare and contrast differences in the social structure of the three major colonial regions.

· Analyze why industrialization took root in the northern part of the United States

· Analyze the reasons that agriculture and slavery became entrenched in the South

· Identify the leaders and tactics of the abolition movement.

· Summarize the opposition to abolition.

· Contrast the economies, societies, and political views of the North and the South

· Analyze why slavery in the territories was a divisive issue between the North and South

Unit 3 - The Civil War

Objectives:

· Contrast the resources and strategies of the North and South

· Describe the outcomes and effects of the early battles of the Civil War

· Analyze how the war changed the economy and society in the North and South

· Discuss how northern and southern soldiers experienced the war.

· Explain why the North won the war.

· Assess the impact of the Civil War on North and South    

Unit 4 - The Reconstruction Era
Objectives:

· Explain why a plan was needed for Reconstruction in the South

· Compare the Reconstruction plans of Lincoln, Johnson, and Congress

· Summarize efforts to limit African Americans’ rights and the federal government’s response

· Evaluate the successes and failures of Reconstruction

Unit 5 – The Gilded Age: Industrialization, Urbanization, and Immigration

Objectives:

· Analyze the factors that led to the industrialization of the United States in the late 1800s.

· Describe the impact of industrialization in the late 1800s.

· Describe the public debate over the impact of big business.

· Analyze the causes of urban growth in the late 1800s.

· Evaluate how city dwellers solved the problems caused by rapid urban growth. 

· Compare the “new immigration” of the late 1800s to earlier immigration.

· Explain the push and pull factors leading immigrants to America.
· Analyze the efforts to limit immigration and the effects.

· Analyze the issue of corruption in national politics in the 1870s and 1880s.

· Assess the importance of economic issues in the politics of the Gilded Age

Unit 6 –The Progressive Era: Responses to the Issues of the Gilded Age
Objectives:

· Assess the problems that workers faced in the 1880s.

· Compare the goals and strategies of different labor organizations.

· Analyze the problems farmers faced and the groups they formed to address them.

· Assess the goals of the Populists, and explain why the Populist Party did not last.

· Identify the causes of Progressivism and compare it to Populism.

· Explain what Progressives hope to achieve through political reforms.

· Explain what women did to win workers’ rights and to improve family life.

· Evaluate the tactics women used to win passage of the 19th amendment.

Unit 7 – The Age of Imperialism & World War I
Objectives:

· Identify the key factors that prodded America to expand.

· Explain how the United States took its first steps toward increased global power.

· Explain the causes of the Spanish-American war.

· Describe the consequences of the war, including the debate over imperialism.

· Examine the causes and consequences of the Philippine insurrection.

· Analyze the effects of Roosevelt’s “big stick” diplomacy.

· Identify the causes of WW I and explain why the US entered the conflict on the side of the Allies.

· Describe the opposition to WWI and how the US government mobilized support for the war.

Unit 8 – The Great Depression & the New Deal
Objectives:

· Discuss he weaknesses in the economy of the 1920s.

· Explain how the stock market crash contributed to the coming of the Great Depression.

· Examine the impact of the Great Depression on urban and rural America.

· Describe the programs that were part of the first New Deal and their immediate impact.

· Discuss the programs of social and economic reform in the second New Deal.
· Analyze how the New Deal changed American society.

Unit 9 – Social Movements of the Late 20th/early 21st Century. 

Objectives:

· Describe efforts to end segregation in the 1940s and 1950s

· Describe how sit-ins, freedom rides, and the March on Washington were linked to the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

· Evaluate the impact of the counterculture on American values and society.

· Explain the goals and tactics of the women’s movement and assess their impact on American society.

· Analyze the Latino and Native American rights movement of the 1960s and 1970s.

· Assess the causes and effects of the environmental movement.

Class Rules
1. Speak only in English 
2. Always come to class prepared and ready to learn, which includes being seated and having all your materials ready by the start of each class. 

3. Be attentive and respectful towards each other and the teacher, and use appropriate language. 
4. Electronic devices, including cell phones, laptops, and electronic dictionaries can only be used for learning purposes – please ask the teacher for permission. 

Required Materials

1. Blue/black, red pens, and white-out. Use blue or black pen for assignments that need to be submitted.

2. A4 or B5-sized lined paper (paper smaller than B5 will not be accepted)

3. One two-ring or three-ring binder that holds at least 200 sheets of paper. 
4. Planner or homework notebook
Assessment 

Tests/Quizzes/Projects/Papers: 55%
Class Work/Homework:  15%
Final Exam:  30% 
Absence
If a student is absent from class, he is responsible for making arrangements with the teacher to go over the material and assignments that he missed. He may also find it helpful to ask his classmates for notes.

Academic Honesty

It is important for students to author their own work, and to refrain from cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. For homework and projects, please do not copy directly from the textbook, news articles, fellow students, or any other source. When sources of information are used, they must be properly cited. For citation guidance, please ask the teacher or borrow the teacher’s copy of the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th Edition. If there is evidence of plagiarism, cheating, or other forms of academic dishonesty, the student will receive a zero on regular assignments. If this occurs for major projects or final exams, specific penalty will be determined with the consultation of the High School Principals. All cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the High School Principals. 
Changes to the Syllabus
The Wan Yuan US High School is a new school. As such, there are likely to be changes in the schedule, practices, policies, etc., which might result in small changes in how this class is taught. Please be flexible and work closely with the teacher to make sure that you always understand what is expected of you. 
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